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  Scheme of miRNA-specifi c qPCR. 1. Start with total RNA or purifi ed miRNA. 
2. Use poly(A) polymerase to incorporate a tail of adenosines. 3. Make cDNA with 
reverse transcriptase, RT primer, and dNTPs. Steps 2 and 3 are performed simul-
taneously in one reaction.  4 . Perform real-time PCR with two miRNA-specifi c 
primers.  PAP Poly(A) polymerase,  RTase MuLV reverse transcriptase. Modifi ed 
from Balcells et al. [ 6 ] 
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